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Chairman’s Report
Lots of effort has gone into making
Freshwater look good for the Christmas Season.
Should you have ideas that we can look to
incorporate next year please let us know. We want the Village
to look spectacular.
On 21st November, we launched our JUST ASK! Project. I am
pleased to welcome Melanie Gardiner to our team. Melanie is
the new Information Support Officer based in WWSCC. She
is there to deal with day to day issues and problems
members of our community experience. She is there to help.
Avenue Road Improvements are now scheduled to
commence early in the New Year with completion in March.
This will provide wider footways, more crossing points and
approximately an extra 50m of on-street 30 minute parking!
FPC was pleased to be able to successfully negotiate free
parking in Avenue Road Car Park for the duration of the
highway repairs in Princes Road. This proved to be of great
benefit and we have received positive comments from
residents and businesses.
Whilst we have yet to receive any feedback from the Isle of
Wight Council on their Island Parking Strategy, we will
certainly now look to see if there is the possibility of taking
over the management of Public Car Parks in the Parish and
the associated costs.
Should you wish for more information on any of the above
topics, I can be contacted via the Clerk’ Office.
Cllr Mike Wheeler
Chair, Freshwater Parish Council

New Entrance to Freshwater Parish Council
Office
Freshwater Parish Council has a new entrance for
the public to use to access the Parish Office.
The Parish Office is still on the first floor of the
Memorial Hall and access is via the gate at the
top right of the car-park. There is a lift for those
who prefer not to use the stairs, so just ring the
bell and come on in.

Quick update
Free Parking: FPC have negotiated free
parking at Avenue Road car park from the
17h – 31st December.
Christmas: We have added to last year’s
Christmas lights and hope you enjoy them
and the Christmas trees throughout the
village
Spring bulbs: In excess of 100 bulbs including
daffodils and bluebells have been planted
throughout the village by local councillors
Toilets: Maintenance work has been carried
out on the Moa Place and Gate Lane toilets
Seats: Repair work has just been completed
on 14 of the Parish’s seats and 2 of the most
dangerous ones have been replaced. The next
12 requiring work are currently being
identified
Trees: FPC was successful in securing a bid
for 30 new trees from the Woodland trust
which will be planted on the Stroud

FRESHWATER FINANCE

At a recent conference hosted by
Newport Parish Council, local parish
councilors were asked for their
suggestions on whether the implementation of
20mph limits, either on an Island-wide blanket
basis or just on certain roads, would benefit the
community. A blanket agreement was deemed a
sensible option but would obviously cost a
considerable amount to deliver.
However, the Parish Council are keen on the
delegation of certain areas in the Freshwater
Parish as 20mph limits. Avenue Road and the
High Street are obvious choices, as are some of
the narrow roads without pavements in Freshwater
Bay.
National statistics show that driving at a lower
speed does cut down the number of accidents in
designated 20mph areas, and thankfully the Isle of
Wight Council have recently voted on
implementing lower speed limits.
The FPC would welcome your comments and
suggestions on whether you think 20mph limit(s)
would or could work for the Freshwater Area, so
please contact the Parish Clerk.
Cllr Tim Nicholson

New at the Memorial Hall
Do you like Music? Want to know about classical?
A Music Appreciation Group is starting in the New
Year on Wednesday afternoons 2pm-4pm
commencing on the 4th January 2017 in the Small
Hall. David Shirley, currently running a similar
successful group in Newport looks forward to
entertaining you. Admission is free and
refreshments are available.
Like all new ventures – support is essential to
survive and thrive. Hope to see you. Do
come along enjoy the music.

Cllr Brenda Hobbs
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Most expenditure by the Parish Council is either required
under legal obligation or as directed by you the electors
of the parish. Some elements of the budget allow more
creative interpretation than others.
The financing of the Skate Park, (with Totland PC) and
supporting the annual competitions, draws in very
talented children and young people. We are also waiting
to take on the Multi-Use Games Area, (MUGA) in the
near future. We also support events for the whole of our
Freshwater community.
“Projects” allows for detailed plans and costings for the
improvement, development or introduction of
new ideas to the parish area or assets.
Finally, we give small community grants to
local people and organisations under our
strict terms and conditions.
Cllr Clive Fleury

Freshwater’s Great Pines in Trouble
Freshwater’s giant pines close to the site of the
former Middle School are in crisis. One of the tallest
in Camp Lodge will need to be felled and the branches
of the other will need to be cut back. Jerry Lewis the
IW Council’s tree officer said “I have looked at these
two trees and sadly have to say the taller of the two
will have to be removed due to large scale limb loss
causing the tree to become structurally unsound in
high winds. The remaining tree is to be crown
cleaned. This would mean dead wood and cones will
be removed from the tree. The removal of cones will
remove a lot of weight from the trees limbs and
reduce the risk of limb failure in the future, it is in
probability this that caused the branch
failure in the taller pine
Cllr John Medland
tree.”
Bulky waste collection & free Re-Use
collection
If you have bulky items such as fridges, sofas etc
that can no longer be used they can be collected
from your home at a cost of £25 for 4 items.
There is also a free service in partnership with
Storeroom 2010 so, if you have items of furniture
that are fine to continue using and you simply
upgraded or changed, they will be collected free
and Storeroom 2010 bring them back into use.
More information can be found from the link
below:
https://www.iwight.com/Residents/Environment-Planning-andWaste/Waste-and-Recycling/Household-Waste-and-RecyclingCollection/Other-Collection-Services

