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W

ell here it is!

The Freshwater Flyer will be published by Freshwater Parish Council (FPC) four times each year and will inform you of
issues that affect us all. It will give you contact details and include details of meetings and resolutions.
We will be pleased to receive feedback and comments both on the Flyer and it’s content. It is important to us that we get to hear
your views and ideas.
Over the last few years, as a result of the policies of central government and the impact on the Isle of Wight Council (IWC) the role
of Freshwater Parish Council has needed to change.
We are now seeing a major shift in the management of our local facilities and services with Freshwater Parish Council taking on
many of those responsibilities previously undertaken by IWC with valued support from local volunteer groups.
Freshwater Library, Moa Place and Gate Lane Toilets will now be the total responsibility of FPC. As will Jubilee Field, Stroud
Recreation Ground and the Multi Use Games Area (MUGA) and Skateboard Park.
These are exciting times and these are great challenges that offer much potential. By taking over these new responsibilities we have
ensured that they will remain safe for future generations. It is important that we all appreciate that these are our facilities and make
sure that they are respected.
I hope that you enjoy The Flyer.
Cllr Mike Wheeler
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reshwater Parish Council, together with
representatives from the Community including the
Community Navigator (Dale Sloan) and Local Area Coordinator (Adam Tucker) have been working to establish
an information and support service for the West Wight.

Freshwater Neighbourhood plan

T

he Parish Council are pleased to announce that
our community Neighbourhood plan is nearing
completion. As a result of feedback received from
our consultation with local people, we have
amended some of the aims and objectives. Further
information will follow in due course to enable you
to see the final document prior to the submission
to the IWC.

We know that the face to face support that used to be
provided by the IW Council at our local library has been
withdrawn due to financial constraints and that it is
difficult for some of our residents to know where to get
help to access the support to find the information they
need.
We are hoping to be able to establish a base in
Freshwater, which is easily accessible, where people can
come and receive support to access the information they
need, pass on any information they would like shared and
we also anticipate working with other community groups
to be able to make this project more widely available. We
are waiting on news about a funding bid that has been
put forward to support some of this work and as soon as
we have more news we will make sure residents are
updated on our progress
Cllr Gill Kennett

Cllr Anne Banford

More Jobs on the Way?

T

he Co-op has withdrawn its plans to build houses on the
former supermarket site. The clothing company, Rapanui
are currently in negotiations for the site and the outcome is
looking positive. Rapanui was founded by two brothers from
Sandown. “We’ve created 15 permanent full time youth jobs
in the last 2 years” one of the founders Rob Drake Knight
explained to me “and aim to create another 20-40 in the next
3 years”.
The massive restoration project at the Farringford Hotel is
almost complete which will mean more jobs for the
accommodation and exhibition centre due to open later this
year.
Cllr. John Medland

FRESHWATER FINANCE

FYT bus

F

M

reshwater Parish Council, (FPC),
has been granted powers by Parliament to raise money through taxation. This is called the precept. This is our share of the IOW
Council tax that is raised as the billing authority. The amount
required as a draft precept is recommended by the FPC Finance Committee, with legal advice from the Responsible
Finance Officer, (RFO), who is appointed under the Local
Government Act 1972, and is our Parish Clerk. This is usually
completed in November of the preceding year.
The draft precept is open to public consultation both before,
during and prior to acceptance. Comments from parishioners are taken into account by FPC Councillors before final
approval and submitting to County in March. Payment of the
precept is in April of that year. The precept for FPC for April
2016 to March 2017 has been set at £231,373, this includes
a grant of £7,350 from Central Government via the IWC on a
per capita basis. Future newsletters will contain information
as to what is spent by FPC.
Cllr Clive Fleury

Freshwater Parish Allotments

inibuses with the now familiar logo FYTbus can be seen
driving their various routes all over the West Wight on
a daily basis. FYT bus has over last few years become an
essential means of transport and is now fully integrated in the
local Freshwater community.
The community minibus
service operating as a
licensed scheduled service,
run and organised entirely by
volunteers, gives West Wight
residents the opportunity to
visit many different places.
Residents can get to the Doctors, Supermarkets, the Post
Office, etc. and meet people. They can also visit friends and
relatives as far apart as Bouldner, Brighstone, Colwell,
Freshwater and Shorwell.
Cllr Adrian Harris

Saving the Gouldings
One of the budget proposals before the IoW Council was
the closure of the Gouldings which provides a valuable
service to the West Wight including Day Care,
Convalescence, Respite and short stays for our ageing
residents. This support is provided on a 24/7 basis
throughout the year by 100 full and part time staff.
To ensure a future for this community asset we are
developing alternative models of delivery. By adopting a
new vision for the delivery of these services such as a
Community Initiative Company (CIC) this should guarantee
the flexibility and alternative finance streams for a
successful future.
Cllr. David Eccles

A

superb example of soil warming prior to
planting taking place at the Parish Allotments. This year we have seen a large number of
plots become available, thus ensuring that we have been able to accommodate 8 new plot
holders from the waiting list. If you wish to place your name down on the waiting list, please
phone the Parish Office on 752000.
The Freshwater Horticultural Society are keen to express to all allotment holders whether new
or old that they are welcome to attend the “Gardeners Question Time” on 28 th April at the
Memorial Hall at 7.30pm.
Emma Carter. Assistant Parish Clerk
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