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INTRODUCTION 
 

The Freshwater Neighbourhood Plan covers the area of Freshwater Parish and is shown on the map 

below. 

 Figure 1: Location Map showing Freshwater Parish and Neighbourhood Plan Area. 
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Freshwater Parish Council is developing a Neighbourhood Plan on behalf of its community.  As part 

of this a required assessment of the potential impact of the objectives, policies and implementation 

of these on the internationally designated nature conservation sites both in and within a 10km 

buffer zone of the parish.  This is known as Habitat Regulation Assessment Screening. 

LEGISLATION 
The Conservation and Habitat and Species Regulations 2010 became effective on 1st April 2010 when 

the European Habitat Directive 1992 and Wild Bird Directive 2009 became part of English Law. 

Article 6(3) of the European Habitat Directive states the following: - Ψ!ƴȅ Ǉƭŀƴ ƻǊ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƴƻǘ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƭȅ 

connected with or necessary to the management of the site but likely to have significant effect 

thereon, either individually or in combination with other plans or projects, shall be subject to 

appropriate assessment of its implications for the site in view of the sitŜΩǎ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜǎΦ Lƴ 

light of the conclusions of the assessment of the implications of the site and subject to the provisions 

of paragraph 4, the competent national authorities shall agree to the plan or project only after 

having ascertained that it will not adversely affect the integrity of the site concerned and, if 

appropriate, after having obtained the opinion of the general publici 

A Habitat Regulation Assessment Screening is carried out with regard to the conservation objectives 

of each European and Ramsar site. 

METHODOLOGY 
The methodology undertaken for this screening report is as follows: 

1. Identify the European and Ramsar sites in or within 10km of the Freshwater Neighbourhood 

Plan area. 

2. Review the Isle of Wight Core Strategy Habitats Regulation Assessment to filter those sites 

with no effect 

3. Have regard to the Conservation Objectives of each relevant site 

4. Consider the effect of the Freshwater Neighbourhood Plan policies and how they may 

impact the conservation objectives for each site in combination with other policies, plans 

and projects 

5. Consider further any effects and propose forms of mitigation where appropriate or 

undertake an appropriate assessment of the relevant European sites 

Identified European and Ramsar sites of which there are seven on the Isle of Wight are as follows: 

Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) 

¶ Solent and Isle of Wight Lagoons  

¶ Briddlesford Copses 

¶ South Wight Maritime  

¶ Isle of Wight Downs 

¶ Solent Maritime 

Special Protection Areas (SPA) 

¶ Solent and Southampton Water  
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Ramsar sites 

¶ Solent and Southampton Water 

There are a further seven that are within 10km of the Isle of Wight: 

Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) 

¶ New Forest  

Special Protection Areas (SPA) 

¶ New Forest 

¶ Portsmouth Harbour 

¶ Chichester and Langstone Harbours  

Ramsar sites 

¶ New Forest 

¶ Portsmouth Harbour 

¶ Chichester and Langstone Harbours 

bŀǘǳǊŀƭ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ƻƴ Iŀōƛǘŀǘ wŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ŀƴŘ wŀƳǎŀǊ ǎƛǘŜǎ 

that could be affected by Land Use Planning will be those within the area of the plan and normally 

those within 10km of the region/sub-regional boundary.  For this assessment as with the Isle of 

²ƛƎƘǘ /ƻǊŜ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ Iw! ŀ млƪƳ ΨōǳŦŦŜǊΩ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴŎȅΦ 

The HRA undertaken for the Island Plan process outlines those European and Ramsar sites that could 

be significantly affected by its policies.  Pages 12 to 15 of the HPA give details of each site and the 

potential risk of the effects of the Island Plan.  The Appropriate Assessment concluded that the 

potential effects will have no adverse effect on the integrity of the European and Ramsar sites 

provided that mitigation measures are put in place to deal with the following: 

¶ Water resources 

¶ Water quality 

¶ Recreation 

¶ Air quality 

¶ Coastal squeeze 

¶ Protection areas outside of European site boundaries 

¶ Increased shipping 

The Freshwater Neighbourhood Plan supports the mitigation measures summarized in the Isle of 

Wight Council Habitats Regulations Assessment. 
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HABITATS REGULATIONS ASSESSMENT SCREENING 
The Island Plan Core Strategy policies were assessed and six of the ten its policies were screened out 

as having no adverse effect on the European or Ramsar sites.  Four remained and being SS3, SS4, SS5 

and SS7.  SS3 is the spatial strategy of the Medina Valley, SS4 is the spatial strategy for Ryde and SS5 

is the spatial strategy for The Bay.  These three areas are some distance from Freshwater Parish and 

beyond the 10km buffer.  SS7 relates to Travel and the Island Plan suggests the following mitigation 

measures for schemes effecting European and Ramsar sites: 

 

EUROPEAN AND RAMSAR SITES IN AND WITHIN 10KM OF 

FRESHWATER PARISH 
The following series of maps show Freshwater Parish, the 10km buffer extending from its boundary 

and the European and Ramsar sites. 

From these it can be seen that the following are in or within 10km of Freshwater Parish: 

Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) 

¶ Solent Maritime 

¶ New Forest 

¶ South Wight Maritime 

¶ Isle of Wight Downs 

Special Protection Areas  

¶ New Forest 

¶ Solent and Southampton Water 

Ramsar sites 

¶ New Forest 

¶ Solent and Southampton Water 
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