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INTRODUCTION
The Freshwater Neighbourhood Plan covers the area of Freshwater Parish and is shown on the map
below.

Figure 1: Location Map showing Freshwater Parish and Neighbourhood Plan Area.
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Freshwater Parish Council is developing a Neighbourhood Plan on behalf of its community. As part
of this a required assessment of the potential impact of the objectives, policies and implementation
of these on the internationally designated nature conservation sites both in and within a 10km
buffer zone of the parish. This is known as Habitat Regulation Assessment Screening.

LEGISLATION
The Conservation and Habitat and Species Regulations 2010 became effective on 1st April 2010 when
the European Habitat Directive 1992 and Wild Bird Directive 2009 became part of English Law.
Article 6(3) of the European Habitat Directive states the following: - ‘Any plan or project not directly
connected with or necessary to the management of the site but likely to have significant effect
thereon, either individually or in combination with other plans or projects, shall be subject to
appropriate assessment of its implications for the site in view of the site’s conservation objectives. In
light of the conclusions of the assessment of the implications of the site and subject to the provisions
of paragraph 4, the competent national authorities shall agree to the plan or project only after
having ascertained that it will not adversely affect the integrity of the site concerned and, if
appropriate, after having obtained the opinion of the general publici
A Habitat Regulation Assessment Screening is carried out with regard to the conservation objectives
of each European and Ramsar site.

METHODOLOGY
The methodology undertaken for this screening report is as follows:
1. Identify the European and Ramsar sites in or within 10km of the Freshwater Neighbourhood
Plan area.
2. Review the Isle of Wight Core Strategy Habitats Regulation Assessment to filter those sites
with no effect
3. Have regard to the Conservation Objectives of each relevant site
4. Consider the effect of the Freshwater Neighbourhood Plan policies and how they may
impact the conservation objectives for each site in combination with other policies, plans
and projects
5. Consider further any effects and propose forms of mitigation where appropriate or
undertake an appropriate assessment of the relevant European sites
Identified European and Ramsar sites of which there are seven on the Isle of Wight are as follows:
Special Areas of Conservation (SAC)






Solent and Isle of Wight Lagoons
Briddlesford Copses
South Wight Maritime
Isle of Wight Downs
Solent Maritime

Special Protection Areas (SPA)


Solent and Southampton Water
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Ramsar sites


Solent and Southampton Water

There are a further seven that are within 10km of the Isle of Wight:
Special Areas of Conservation (SAC)


New Forest

Special Protection Areas (SPA)




New Forest
Portsmouth Harbour
Chichester and Langstone Harbours

Ramsar sites




New Forest
Portsmouth Harbour
Chichester and Langstone Harbours

Natural England’s guidance on Habitat Regulation Assessment state that European and Ramsar sites
that could be affected by Land Use Planning will be those within the area of the plan and normally
those within 10km of the region/sub-regional boundary. For this assessment as with the Isle of
Wight Core Strategy HRA a 10km ‘buffer’ has been used for consistency.
The HRA undertaken for the Island Plan process outlines those European and Ramsar sites that could
be significantly affected by its policies. Pages 12 to 15 of the HPA give details of each site and the
potential risk of the effects of the Island Plan. The Appropriate Assessment concluded that the
potential effects will have no adverse effect on the integrity of the European and Ramsar sites
provided that mitigation measures are put in place to deal with the following:








Water resources
Water quality
Recreation
Air quality
Coastal squeeze
Protection areas outside of European site boundaries
Increased shipping

The Freshwater Neighbourhood Plan supports the mitigation measures summarized in the Isle of
Wight Council Habitats Regulations Assessment.
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HABITATS REGULATIONS ASSESSMENT SCREENING
The Island Plan Core Strategy policies were assessed and six of the ten its policies were screened out
as having no adverse effect on the European or Ramsar sites. Four remained and being SS3, SS4, SS5
and SS7. SS3 is the spatial strategy of the Medina Valley, SS4 is the spatial strategy for Ryde and SS5
is the spatial strategy for The Bay. These three areas are some distance from Freshwater Parish and
beyond the 10km buffer. SS7 relates to Travel and the Island Plan suggests the following mitigation
measures for schemes effecting European and Ramsar sites:

EUROPEAN AND RAMSAR SITES IN AND WITHIN 10KM OF
FRESHWATER PARISH
The following series of maps show Freshwater Parish, the 10km buffer extending from its boundary
and the European and Ramsar sites.
From these it can be seen that the following are in or within 10km of Freshwater Parish:
Special Areas of Conservation (SAC)





Solent Maritime
New Forest
South Wight Maritime
Isle of Wight Downs

Special Protection Areas



New Forest
Solent and Southampton Water

Ramsar sites



New Forest
Solent and Southampton Water
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Figure 2: Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) in and within 10km of Freshwater Parish.
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Figure 3: Special Protection Areas (SPA) in and within 10km of Freshwater Parish.
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Figure 4: Ramsar sites in and within 10km of Freshwater Parish.

FRESHWATER NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN POLICIES AND THE RELEVANT
SITES
An analysis of the proposed vision statements, objectives and policies of the Freshwater
Neighbourhood Plan were screened with regard to determine that there can be no significant impact
on a European or Ramsar site or as close to no effect as makes no difference (often referred to as ‘de
minimis’). National guidance from Natural England states that if this is the case then it can be
concluded that the policy will not have an in-combination effect on the sites, either with other
policies of the Freshwater Neighbourhood Plan, the Core Strategy of the Island Plan or other
relevant strategies, plans or policies. A 10km buffer beyond the boundary of the Neighbourhood
Plan area (Freshwater Parish boundary) was used in this screening exercise.
The following table sets out the details of this assessment for each of the proposed Neighbourhood
Plan policies and their potential effect upon European and Ramsar sites within this 10km buffer.
Policy
Ref

Policy Area

Rationale

FNP1

Economy & Tourism – Diverse
range of business activities

Seeks to protect the existing
diverse range of businesses within
the area and sustainable economic
growth for key employment sectors
in line with the aims for the West
Wight Smaller Regeneration Area
as set out in the Island Plan. No
effect

FNP2

Economy & Tourism – Primary
Business Frontage areas

Is seeking to retain business
activities in key locations in the
village centre. No effect

SP1/SP3

FNP3

Economy & Tourism –
Employment opportunities

Is seeking to retain part
employment sites at defined
locations in the area and to
encourage small scale appropriate
employment units in relevant
locations across the parish. This is
in line with the Island Plan Core
Strategy. No effect.

SP1/SP3

FNP4

Economy & Tourism – Vehicle
parking related to commercial
viability

Is seeking to ensure that existing
car parking is retained where this
supports the commercial viability
of the village. No effect

SP3

FNP5

Economy & Tourism – High
quality tourism destinations and
accommodation

Seeks to support the development
of high quality sustainable tourism
across the whole parish and
retention and improvement of
existing tourism facilities in key
locations. No effect

SP3/SP4
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Links to Island
Plan Strategic
Policy
SP1/SP3/SP4

FNP6

Built Environment – Design and
location and type of
development

Seeks to shape the design of
development. No effect.
It also seeks to support of housing
development based on local need
but does not allocate particular
sites. No effect
If the Isle of Wight Council creates
a Management and Development
DPD which identifies particular
sites then this will need to be
subjected to a separate HRA.

SP2/SP5

FNP7

Built Environment – Access and
parking

Seeks to protect and maintain the
local public rights of way network
including provision for those with
mobility impairments. No effect.
Provision of sufficient car parking
for new developments. No effect.
Provide safe routes to school and
improved parking for tourism
within the Parish. No effect.

SP2/SP3/SP4/
SP5

FNP8

Built Environment – minimising
light pollution

Seeks to minimise light pollution
SP2/SP3/SP5
from new development and protect
the area’s dark night skies. No
effect.

FNP9

Rural & Renewables – Conversion
and reuse of redundant farm
buildings

Seeks to support the agricultural
sector by allowing conversion of
redundant farm buildings
particularly where this contributes
to conservation of historic
buildings, local distinctiveness and
character. No effect.

SP1/SP3/SP5

FNP10

Rural & Renewables – Rural
development

Seeks to support appropriate rural
development including mitigation
to ensure tranquillity and local
character are retained. No effect.

SP1/SP3/SP4/
SP5

FNP11

Rural & Renewables – Coastal
erosion and instability

Seeks to recognise that some parts
of the coast in the Parish are
subject to instability through
coastal erosion and requires
detailed assessment of any new
development proposals which may
be affected or effect these areas.
The Neighbourhood Plan does not
allocate sites for development but
wishes to raise awareness of this
issue. No effect.

SP1/SP5
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FNP12

Rural & Renewables – Wildlife
corridors and watercourses

Seeks to protect watercourses and
wildlife corridors for their
landscape and biodiversity value.
No effect.

SP5

FNP13

Rural & Renewables – Local
Green Space

Identifies and seeks to protect
locally important green space. No
effect.

SP5

FNP14

Rural & renewables – Sustainable
design and renewable energy

Seeks to supports sustainable
SP1/SP2/SP3/
development including efficient use SP4/SP5
of resources, low and zero carbon
energy infrastructure, best practice
in sustainable urban drainage and
reduce the use of fossil fuels. No
effect.

FNP15

Community Provision –
Community Facilities

Seeks to retain important identified
community facilities, including
buildings, amenities and open
spaces. No effect.

SP1/SP3/SP7/
SP8

FNP16

Community Provision –
Allotments

Seeks to protect and where
necessary provide like for like
replacement of allotments. No
effect.

SP1/SP5

CONCLUSION
The Freshwater Neighbourhood Plan is not seeking to identify specific sites for specific development
nor is it seeking to create Development Orders to deliver particular changes in its area. It does
identify general approaches to types of development which may come forward in the parish and in
some instances suggests local spatial areas for these. For example, in relation to Economy and
Tourism (FNP2, FNP5); Rural and renewables (FNP11); Community Provision (FNP15). All of these
are in line with the approach set out in the island Plan and therefore this general approach is
deemed to not represent an adverse effect on the European and Ramsar sites.
If a Management and Development – Development Plan Document is drafted by the Isle of Wight
Council to allocate sites for development this will be subject to a separate and detailed Habitats
Regulations Assessment.
The Freshwater Neighbourhood Plan recognises the importance of the natural environment (see
Rural and renewables section) and its intrinsic value and contribution to the community and local
economy of the area. The community consultation shows this featuring highly as part of why people
like the local area. Accordingly, the Neighbourhood Plan has a number of policies which seek to
protect, conserve and where possible enhance these assets.
This screening assessment indicates that no significant adverse effect on the European and Ramsar
sites in or within 10km of Freshwater Parish is likely to result from the adoption and implementation
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of the Freshwater Neighbourhood Plan. It is therefore concluded that there is no requirement for a
full Habitats Regulations Assessment.
All proposals which may come forward for development on or adjacent to these protected sites or
which may impact upon them, irrespective of their location, will be required to undertake their own
Habitats Regulations Assessment and Environmental Impact Assessment as determined by the
relevant screening/scoping process.
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NEXT STEPS
Following on from the formal consultation by the Isle of Wight Council the Habitats Regulations
Assessment will be revisited after the independent examination of the Freshwater Neighbourhood
Plan. This will ensure that any changes made as a result will pass the test of the Habitats
Regulations.
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APPENDIX 1: CONSERVATION OBJECTIVES FOR RELEVANT SITES
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i

European Habitat Directive 1992 Article 6(3)
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