Freshwater Neighbourhood Plan
Most valued views

Freshwater Neighbourhood Plan
Most valued views
Index
Page 1

Index and Introduction

Page 2

Map of Freshwater Parish with conservation areas

Page 3

Map of Freshwater Parish with most valued views

The following pages show panoramas from the numbered locations on the map, page 3
Page 4

Panoramas from Tennyson Down

Page 5

Panoramas from Afton Down

Page 6

Panoramas from Compton

Page 7

Panoramas from Golden Hill countryside Park

Page 8

Panoramas from Fort Victoria Countryside Park

Page 9

Panoramas from the Freshwater to Yarmouth Bridle way

Page 10

Panoramas from the Causeway Bridge

Page 11

Panoramas from Hill Head

Page 12

Reasons for the most valued views

Introduction
In all the questionnaires that canvassed the opinion of the Freshwater Parish community, as well
as in the conversations with the public at events related to the production of the Freshwater
Neighbourhood Plan, the most common thing valued was the countryside/seascape and the views
from and along it. If asked to be more specific the usual answer was “all of it”. So it has been
problematic to produce a map of the most valued views as people were not clear on where the
least valued views were.
If you refer to page 2 and the map showing the areas with some sort of designated protection it
becomes clear that almost half of Freshwater Parish is valued in one way or another. There are
conservation areas and historically significant listed buildings as well as AONB and natural
protected areas.
Probably the one thing that most people value is the natural layout of Freshwater Parish as it
spreads north to south across two main ridges with a valley between. The urban area is mainly
contained within the valley and so from the high points on the southern and northern ridges
(Downs) the views across tend to make the urban buildings insignificant.
Despite Freshwater Parish being large enough to warrant being divided into two electoral wards,
the general feeling given by the views from these downs is one of peaceful countryside. With the
valley concentrating the urban needs in one small area ( shopping, social, medical, sports and
community facilities ), easily walked by a reasonably fit person, there has been no need to spread
up the valley sides. Combine this with the sea coastline on the northern and southern boundaries
and it is clear to see why the area is much valued as a whole.
It should also be noted that the close proximity of the sea on both sides means that the climate is
very mild in the winter, the water acting as a radiator and so the vegetation can be varied and
lush.
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The view looking North Eastward from above Freshwater Bay with the bay on the left of the picture.

The view looking Eastwards from Tennyson Down looking towards Freshwater Bay and onto Compton.

The view looking Westward from halfway up onto Tennyson Downs. On the left is the Needles and the right is the start of the the northern ridge .

The view looking Eastward from halfway up onto Tennyson Downs. On the right is Freshwater Bay and the left, Yarmouth.

Number 1
Views from Tennyson Down
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This view shows why the area is so valued as you hardly notice the main conurbation of the village in the centre of the
picture..

The view looking Westwards from the bridleway across Freshwater Golf Course. The view looks towards Yarmouth, right of
centre and on to the East up the middle valley.

Number 2
Views from Afton Down
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Possibly one of the most popular views in the West Wight, across Freshwater Bay looking West.

This panoramic view from the Military Road looking the other way, Eastwards towards Compton.

This panoramic view from the Military Road looking Westwards towards the Needles and Tennyson Down.

This panoramic view from the Military Road looking South from East to West. Freshwater Bay is on the right.

Number 3
Views from Compton
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This panoramic view is from the seats looking Westwards over Totland and towards Bournemouth. However, the trees have grown up.

This panoramic view is looking South with Freshwater Bay just to the right of centre.

This panoramic view is looking Eastwards from Golden Hill and up the middle valley of the West

Number 4
Views from Golden Hill Countryside Park
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Looking Westward
towards Fort Victoria on
the left and Hurst Light
just to the right of it.

Views from Fort Victoria Countryside Park

The foreshore at Fort
Victoria with Hurst spit
in the centre.

View from the
Countryside Park
looking North.
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View from the
Countryside Park
looking South across
towards Hill Head.

The view from just along the
Freshwater to Yarmouth
bridleway looking South
West towards the Causeway
and Tennyson Down.
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This panoramic view is from the South to the North. Tennyson Down on the left and Yarmouth on the right.

Views from Freshwater to Yarmouth Bridleway

From half way along the bridleway looking North towards Yarmouth.
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From the bridge looking North towards Yarmouth. The Freshwater to Yarmouth bridge way is on the right of the picture.

The view from the Causeway bridge looking mainly South towards Tennyson Down. This is a very popular place for both local people
and tourists. It took a lot of waiting to get the bridge clear of traffic and people! Old Freshwater village and All Saints church tower is
visible over the trees.

Number 7
Views from The Causeway
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The view from Hill Head/Copse Lane top, looking Southwest towards Tennyson Down. Local people value to view from the bus looking
over Norton Green and towards the south. A moving bus is not the best place for taking panoramic pictures.

The view from Hill Head looking North towards the northern ridge, Fort Victoria Countryside Park with the grey mainland of the New
Forest beyond.

Number 8
Views from Hill Head

Reasons for the most valued views
View point 1. Tennyson Down above Freshwater Bay.
This is probably one of the most popular places for people with a reasonable level of fitness. It
combines the very best of countryside and seascape views which, if you can walk higher up
the Downs, can stretch to the shipping lanes of the English Channel. The remarkable thing is
that the main urban areas of Freshwater village and Freshwater Bay have not been allowed to
"creep" into the visibility line and so though there are almost 6,000 residents, they are not
noticeable.
View point 2. Afton Down above Freshwater Bay.
Again, you need a reasonable level of fitness to take full advantage of this location. It offers
sweeping views to the South, from East to West over the English Channel. There are also
extensive views to the Northwest towards the village, which because of the valley means that it
is not dominant. Going to the North the views are towards Yarmouth and the New Forest.
Possibly the most favoured view from this location is to the Northeast and up the middle valley.
The Downs are part of the AONB for the area and very popular for walking and golf.
View point 3. Compton.
There are a number of popular view points along the area from Freshwater Bay to Hanover
Point at the Eastern end of Freshwater Parish. The main advantage for a number of people is
that they can be enjoyed on foot,cycle or by vehicle. There are a number of car parking spaces
and the views across Compton Farm are especially valued.
View point 4. Golden Hill Countryside Park.
This is probably one of the most popular places for people who cannot make it up the slopes of
the South Downs. There is a car park by the Golden Hill fort and an almost level walk around
to the South with views going from the East along the South to the West. One of the most
popular aspects are those over the old village, church to the Yar estuary and on up the middle
valley. Looking South the view falls away above grass fields and encompasses Freshwater
Bay as well as Tennyson Down. On the West side there is a seating and information area that
overlooks Totland and the Purbeck hills, though the trees now mask the view.
View point 5. Fort Victoria Countryside Park and the Northern ridge.
The north coast of Freshwater Parish has a number of residential clusters such as Norton,
Norton Green and Colwell. This area is therefore much valued by those persons and other
visitors. The country park runs from Fort Victoria up to Monks Lane and offers views across
Hurst narrows to the New Forest and inland across the small valley between Hill Head and the
north coast. There as a number of holiday parks and other tourist businesses within this area.

View point 6. Freshwater to Yarmouth bridle way.
One of the most popular walking, cycling and horse riding routes from the North to the South,
this old railway line runs alongside the Yar estuary and has been given a surface allowing the
mixed use. Being almost flat and a reasonable distance it is always popular with residents,
visitors as well as nature lovers. The natural views without any hard landscapes have come to
be a symbol of the West Wight.
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View point 7. Freshwater Causeway.
At the Southern end of the Freshwater to Yarmouth bridle way is the Causeway bridge. This
separates the Yar estuary from Afton marsh. Very scenic and offering views to the South over
the marsh to Tennyson Down and then West to the old village and North along the Yar, it is a
popular and timeless place. Very popular as a meeting place for both local residents and
visitors it is well known and much appreciated.

View point 8. Hill Head.
During one of the public consultations a member of the community commented that the views
that they enjoyed the best were those from the top of the bus ( part of the normal and opentop route )as it went along the ridge at Hill Head. They liked that they could sit and look across
field to the Solent in the North and over horse paddocks to the English Channel of the South.
This posed a problem for this publication as it is difficult to make up panorama pictures using a
moving bus. Plus walking along such a busy road with no pavements was considered
hazardous! The two views are therefore from safer places, looking North across the fields to
the mainland and South from the top of Copse Lane over the horses field.

All pictures copywrite: D.R. Lewis
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